Vi                                 PREFACE.

Sewall's Diary, therefore, covers, in time, more than
fifty-five years of the old New England life, and when
that life was putting itself into form. The book is
too late to show the details of the first planting of
Massachusetts Colony under Winthrop, except by
occasional back glances, more than one generation
having lapsed between 1630 and 1673. Yet there
were in his day many of " the renowned settlers/'
as he styles them, who first came; and he was near
enough in time to know things from the start, the
great head man, and " Fidus Achates " of New Eng-
land Puritanism, John Winthrop, having died as late
as March 26, 1649, or less than twenty-four years
before Sewall's Diary begins.

The Diary itself, towards its opening, is broken,
probably by the loss of one or more of its manuscript
volumes. There is a gap from July, 1677, to March,
1684-1685. This gap has been partially filled by
the able editors of the Diary, from the Diary of Sew-
all's father-in-law, John Hull, the Colonial treasurer
of "Pine Tree Shilling" memory;* so that Sewall's
book, as it now stands before the public, thanks to the
love and care of its editors, is substantially continu-
ous and complete, Sewall wrote his Diary in long,
thin blank books with flexible leather covers, such as
business men then used, in a plain, downright hand,
of which the signature attached to his portrait in
this book is a fair specimen. These books, preserved
with care by his descendants, have of late years been
annotated and printed by the Massachusetts Histori-
cal Society in three large volumes, amounting, with